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1) Provisional data 
2) Data referring to March 
3) Quarterly averages; data referring to 2nd quarter 1981 
As shown in table 1, changes in nominal earnings of manual werkers in industry 
between April 1980 and April 1981 were caracterized by very important 
disparities between Member States with annual increases of average gross 
hourly earnings ranging between 2,6% in the Netherlands and almost 26% in 
Greece. In six countries (D, UK, DK and Benelux) the rise was less than 
10%, in two other countries (F, IRL) it amounted to 14% and 17% respectively 
while the 20% mark was clearly surpassed in Italy and in Greece. Compared 
to the previous annual period (October 1979 to October 1980), earnings 
increased slightly faster in four Member States (I, B, IRL, GR) and more 
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Since 1975, nominal earnings have shown very different increases from 
country to country, ranging from 40% in Germany to 227% in Greece 
(see table 1). Accordingly, average annual rates of increase were as 
follows: D : 6%, NL : 7%, Β : 9%, DK : 10%, UK : 13%, F : 14%, IRL : 17%, 
I : 21% and GR : 24%. 
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1) Data obtained by deflation of nominal data by means of consumer price indices 
2) Provisional data 
3) Data referring to March 
4) Quarterly averages; data referring to 2nd quarter 1981 
Expressed in real terms (tab. 2), average gross hourly earnings increased 
between April 1980 and April 1981 in only three countries (F, I, B), with 
rises ranging between 1,2% and 2,4%; there was a drop of 0,6% to 3,9% in 
the other seven countries during this period. 
As regards trends of real earnings between October 1975 and April 1981, 
also shown in table 2, there was a fall in two countries (UK : -3%; 
DK : -6%); for the other eight countries, real earnings rose by 4% (NL) 
to 31% (GR). 
TABLE 3: 
AVERAGE GROSS NOMINAL HOURLY EARNINGS OF MANUAL WORKERS 
CONVERTED INTO CURRENT PURCHASING POWER STANDARDS 
1. All 
industries 
2. Mining and 
quarrying 
3 . Manufacturing 
W industries 





























































































1) The data converted into PPS should be interpreted with a certain amount of 
caution in view of: 
­ the difference between the concepts and the fields of reference of the 
aggregates used (hourly earnings of manual workers in industry on the 
one hand, PPS established for gross domestic product on the other 
hand ) ; 
­ the importance, varying from country to country, of certain elements 
of remuneration (bonuses, gratuities, etc.) not taken into consideration 
in the harmonized earnings statistics; 
­ the fact that the earnings data converted to PPS are on a gross basis, 
i.e. before deduction of social security contributions and taxes, which 
varies from country to country. 
The rates ujed for the conversion into PPS are given below 
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Table 3 shows the average hourly earnings of manual workers, expressed in 
purchasing power standards, for October 1975 and April 1981 respectively. 
These data are comparable between countries for the same period but not 
over time. 
The table shows that quite considerable differences exist, between the 
countries although the gap between the two countries at opposite extremes 
had decreased markedly by 1981 (gap between Greece and Luxembourg: 1975 β 
194%; 1981 = 137%). 
Looking at the positions of countries in descending order, the Benelux 
countries and Denmark occupied the four leading places in 1975; by 1981 
the Netherlands had changed from 3rd to 5th position, FR Germany advanced 
from 6th to 4th position, and the United Kingdom had fallen back from 5th 
to 8th position. 
Table 4 shows average gross hourly earnings of male and female manual 
workers in all manufacturing industries of Member States. In analysing 
these figures, it should be kept in mind that these are averages per 
male or female worker which may be used as indicators of short term 
trends in these earnings. As regards general comparisons of the levels 
of these earnings, and in particular studies in connection with the 
principle of equal pay for men and women, as well as other structural 
analyses, it is imperative to exercise great caution. 
Table 5 gives the average gross hourly earnings of workers in industry 
in April 1981 and previous periods, broken down by branch of industry 
(two-digit NACE categories). This table not only permits an assessment 
of salary trends in the different industrial sectors, but also provides 
some structural information to clarify differences between countries in 
the development of average hourly earnings of workers in total industry. 
Finally, table 6 shows the trends of average (nominal) gross monthly 
earnings of non-manual workers in industry, with a breakdown by 
industrial branch. For all industries, such earnings increased between 
April 1980 and April 1981 by 3 to 9% in Germany, Denmark and the Benelux 
countries, by 13% i η France and the United Kingdom and by 21% in Italy. 
(Data for Ireland are not available). During the period October 1975 -
April 1981, increases from 42% (D) to 158% (I) were recorded. 
Data on the average number of weekly hours of work offered to manual 
workers in industry, broken down by industrial groups, are supplied 
in the annex for April 1981 and the preceding periods. 
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Note: 
The aim of this bulletin is to make quickly available to users of the 
EUROSTAT half-yearly publication "Hourly earnings - Hours of work" the 
principal results of these statistics relating to April 1981. Detailed 
results will be published at a later date in volume 1-1982 of this 
publication. 
Work aiming at the incorporation of data for Greece into the harmonized 
earnings statistics is making progress, and data on earnings of manual 
workers in a number of industrial groups and in all manufacturing indu-
stries have now been included. 
In addi t. ion, i n response to requests from various users, it has been 
decided to supplement Lhe lata supplied for the harmonized earnings 
statistics by data converted into purchasing power standards (PPS). 
These data, which are confined for the moment to the main industrial 
groupings, will therefore be included in future editions of the half-
yearly publication and this bulletin (tab. 3). 
For Italy, 1978 Lc 1981 data do not cover firms employing less than 
50 employees and are for this reason not fully comparable wi th data 
for previous periods. 
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Total (men + women) 
TABLE 5 
Average gross hourly earnings of manual workers (October 1975 - April 1981 I 
in national currency 
NACE NL UK 3) IRL 4) DK GR 
1 to 5 
(except 
16 + 17) 
11, 13 
21, 23 
12, 14, 15 
22, 24 to 
26, 3, 4 
11 
All industries (except elec­
tricity, gas, steam and 
water) 










Extraction and briquetting 
of solid fuels 
Coke ovens 
Extraction of petroleum 
and natural gas 
Mineral oil refining 
Nuclear fuels industry 
Production and distribution 
of electricity, gas, steam 
and hot water 
Water supply: collection, 
purification and distri­
bution of water 
Extraction and preparation 

























































































































































































































































































1) including NACE 12 2) including NACE 14 3) April 1981: provisional figures 4) Ireland: March + September 
TABLE 5 (continued) 
Average gross hourly earnings of manual, workers (October 1975 - April 1981) 
Total (men + women) in national currency 








Production and preliminary 
processing of metals 
Extraction of minerals 
other than metalliferous 
and energy-producing 
minerals; peat extraction 
Manufacture of non-metallic 
mineral products 
Chemical industry 
Production of man-made 
fibres 
Metal manufacture; mechani-
cal, electrical and instru-
ment engineering 
Manufacture of metal 
articles 
Mechanical engineering 
Manufacture of office 
nachinery and data 
processing machinery 
Electrical engineering 
Manufacture of motor 
vehicles and of motor 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































1) April 1981: provisional figures 
2) Ireland: March and September 
3) Including NACE 26 
4) Including NACE 33 
5) Including NACE 36 
6 ­
TABLE 5 (continued) 
Average gross hourly earnings of manual workers (October 1975 ­ April 1981) 
Total (men + women) in national currency 
1 1 
D F I NL Β NACE OKI) IRL 2) DK GR 
DM FF LIT HFL BFR LFR 
36 
37 













Manufacture of leather 
and of leather goods 
Manufacture of clothing 
and footwear 
Timber and wooden 
furniture industries 
Manufacture of paper and 
paper products ; printing 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































1) April 1981: provisional figures 2) Ireland: March and September 3) Including NACE 45 
TABLE 6 
Indices of average gross monthly earnings of non­manual workers (October 1975 = 1001 





1 to 5 
(except 
16 + 17) 
11, 13, 
21, 23 
12, 14, 15, 












All industries (except elec­
tricity, gas, steam and 
water) 
Mining and quarrying 
Total manufacturing 
industries 
Extraction and briquetting 
of solid fuels 
Coke ovens 
Extraction of petroleum 
and natural gas 
Mineral oil refining 
Nuclear fuels industry 
Production and distribution 
of electricity, gas, steam 
and hot water 
Water supply: collection, 
purification and distribution 
of water 
Extraction and preparation 















































































































































































































1) including NACE 12 2) including NACE 14 3) Aprii 1981: provisional figures 
10 TABLE 6 (continued) 
Indices of average monthly earnings of non-manual workers (October 1975 = 100) 











Production and preliminary 
processing of metals 
Extraction of minerals other 
than metalliferous and 
energy-producing minerals; 
peat extraction 
Manufacture of non-metallic 
mineral products 
Chemical industry 
Production of man-made fibres 
35 
Metal manufacture; mechanical, 
electrical and instrument 
engineering 














Manufacture of office machinerj 
and data processing machinery 
Electrical engineering 


















































































































































































































































1) Including NACE 33 2) April 1981: provisional figures 
TABLE 6 (continued) 
Indices of average monthly earnings of non-manual workers (October 1975 = 100) 
















Manufacture of other means 
of transport 
Instrument engineering 
Food, drink and tobacco 
industry 
Textile industry 
Manufacture of leather and 
of leather goods 
Manufacture of clothing 
and footwear 
Timber and wooden furniture 
industries 
Manufacture of paper and 
paper products; printing 
and publishing 
Processing of rubber and 
plastics 
Other manufacturing industries 





















































































































































































































































































1) April 1981 : provisional figures 
12 ­
Average weekly hours of work offered to manual workers, by industrial groups 
Hours (and decimals) 
















12, 14, 15 
22, 24 to 











All industries (except electri­
city, gas, steam and water) 
Mining and quarrying 
Total manufacturing industries 
Extraction and briquetting of 
solid fuels 
Coke ovens 
Extraction of petroleum and 
natural gas 
Mineral oil refining 
Nuclear fuels industry 
Production and distribution of 
electricity, gas, steam and hot 
water 
Water supply: collection,puri­
fication and distribution of 
water 
Extraction and preparación of 
metalliferous ores 
Production and preliminary 
processing of metals 
Extraction of minerals other 
than metalliferous and energy­






















































































































































































































































































































Average weekly hours of work offered to manual workers, by industrial groups 
















Manufacture of non ­ metallic 
mineral products 
Chemical Industry 
Production of man ­ made fibres 
Metal manufacture; mechanical, 
electrical and instrument en­
gineering 
Manufacture of metal article. 
Mechanical engineering 
Manufacture of office machinery 
and data processing machinery 
Electrical engineering 
Manufacture of motor vehicles 
and of motor vehicles parts and 
accessories 
Manufacture of other means of 
transport 
Instrument engineering 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































N A C E 
Manufacture of leather and 
of leather goods 
' 
Manufacture of clothing and 
footwear 
Timber and wooden furniture 
industries 
Manufacture of paper and paper 
products; printing and pub-
lishing 
Processing of rubber and 
plactics 
Other manufacturing industries 












































































































































: : ! 
41,2 
40,8 
40,7 
40,6 
BELGIQUE 
BELGIË 
35,9 
36,2 
34,5 
36,0 
33,9 
30,8 
29,7 
29,5 
37,5 
37,5 
35,0 
32,8 
36,9 
39,2 
37,4 
37,2 
35,8 
37,3 
37,2 
37,4 
35,9 
29,0 
27,5 
17,3 
40,2 
37,3 
36,5 
36,6 
LUXEM-
BOURG 
40,5 
39,6 
38,6 
38,5 
41,8 
41,9 
39,5 
40,2 
41,9 
41,6 
39,7 
43,1 
38,6 
41,0 
39,1 
40,0 
41,6 
41,4 
40,7 
39,9 
UNITED 
KINGDOM 
40,4 
40,0 
37,0 
41,9 ; 
40,8 
41,3 
41,4 
41,3 
39,8 
40,1 
: 
40,0 
44,8 
43,7 
IRELAND 
41,9 
41,7 
42,7 
41,3 
37,3 
41,2 m 
41,1 
41,2 
41,8 
41,9 
42,6 
39,3 
39,5 
40,0 
40,3 
37,2 
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